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It was reported on 21 March that Jules “och, linister of the Interio 

was preparing an attack: on Commnist centers in France 4nd “that he 
intended to place the blame for this action on the RPF, 

X1X MBBS Toch planned to liquidate both parties ag a resu 

e9 he hed provoked. ‘The follovwine ; 


rs 
25X1X 
of the a@ction | 


25X1X 
is a partial explanation 
a Summary of the inter— 


25X1X ? projected action did not take plac and 


v . 
pretation of the affair as made by RPF circlas. 


le Unidentified provocateurs in the ranks of the REF Service d'Ordre exploited 
the dissatisfaction of former high-ranlcing Groupes de ‘Protection members 
demoted in the new SO set-up and induced them to take action arainst the 
Commnists» Information concerning the coup planned by some of the SO 
units reached Canllist headquarters as well as the “inistry of the Interior. 


2o At a meeting on 20 March 1949, General de Gaulle and his staff concluded 
that tho provocation was intended to commit the RPF te a "monumental error” , 
to turn publie opinion azainst the movoment and to give the Government 
reason to outlaw the Party. All So croups were ordered to take no action 
of any Isind, and every effort wag made to head off those SO units which 
Planned to take independent action. 


3+ dJulos “loch, on the other hand » When informed that provocateurs had incited 
SO units to action, mobilized Police at Palais de 1'Tlysee » Place de la 
Concorde and in large mumbe.3 around the offices of Tumanite and Commnist 
headquarters.* One source reports that the provocateurs were actually in 
the employ of Jules loch. 


40 Andre Dowlan, of Villacoublay and adjutant of So Drirade 17, received orders 
throurh a dissident member of the Brigade to "seigel Villacoublay Airfield. 
Those orders were carr ind out before RPI headquarters could countormand the 
orders An RPI liaison officer reached the airfield shortly after it had 
been "captured" and instructed the group to withdraw. 


5» Aithough no larre-seale Covernnent-REP clashes vere reported, source stated 
that at least 40 RPF mombers wore arrested. "No publicity has been given 
these arresta. is 
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ae article appeared Jn pro-TiP L'Aurore on 25 “arch under che headline 
oh ome at Prefocture of Police. Stalinist Som-issaire attenpts 
Bite : ae Plot but Provocation Torestalled and huthor Telseved of his 
funetion"., ¢§ the article rms vtblished as a "trial baLloont 


coo . 
tO ovals = reaction from the “overnnent DYCSS o ae the 
. ia + i. yas’ 2, A 
article deliberately vasreprosented the facts and implied that the entire Zon lA 


affair vas a result of Communist provacation. 
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